
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Become an Alumni Advocate and ensure a strong future for 
Montana’s colleges and universities. msuaf.org/advocate

MILLS FOR A STRONG MONTANA
For 70 years, Montanans have supported the state’s public 
colleges and universities through the 6-Mill Levy. As 
Montanans we believe that a strong university system 
is fundamental to the  state’s overall health, vitality and 
economic future.

Between 1862 and 1914 three federal legislative acts, the Morrill, Hatch 
and Smith-Lever created a public system connecting states, universities and 
citizens to build a stronger democratic society and an expanding agricultural 
and manufacturing economy.

Since then, technology has changed many things about how we live and 
work, but the values that public higher education was built upon in Montana 
endure over a century later: The Montana University System advances 
knowledge that drives economic development and improves the health and 
wellbeing of individuals and families all across Montana.

Generations of Montanans have supported the 6-Mill Levy. Your parents’, 
your grandparents’ and your great-grandparents’ generations understood 
and supported the collective value of thriving colleges and universities in 
Montana.

The 6-Mill Levy keeps Montana colleges and universities working 
together with partners in communities across the state to provide concrete 
improvements to daily life and to find solutions to the complex problems we 
face today.

Access and affordability for all Montana students is central to the intent 
and purpose of the 6-Mill Levy. Its funding supports all who want to pursue a 
college education in the state. 

As Montana citizens today, we all benefit from the discoveries, jobs and 
progress made possible by higher education in our state and support of the 
6-Mill Levy.

The 6-Mill Levy is 
not a tax increase.
The November ballot 
measure would renew 
the level of support for 
Montana’s colleges and 
universities established 
in 1948 and approved 
by voters every decade 
since.

The levy accounts for 
about 10 percent (an 
estimated $21MM) of 
the annual funding the 
Montana University 
System receives from 
the state.


