
A win-win opportunity for  
Montana taxpayers and MSU
The Montana Endowment Tax Credit (METC) is an 
incentive to philanthropic Montana taxpayers to 
make qualified charitable contributions to qualified 
endowments of 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, like 
Montana State University Alumni Foundation.

Who can take advantage 
Montana income taxpayers eligible to benefit 
from the METC include individuals, corporations, 
small businesses, partnerships and limited liability 
companies (LLCs).

How to claim a tax credit with a gift to MSU 
By making a planned gift, also known as a deferred gift, 
to a permanent endowment at MSU, you, as a Montana 
taxpayer, are eligible for a state income tax credit of 
40% of the gift’s federal charitable tax deduction up to 
a maximum tax credit of $10,000 per year. Because the 
tax credit is based on taxpayers as individuals, married 
couples could qualify for a maximum tax credit of 
$20,000.

Montana businesses that make gifts to MSU are 
eligible for a tax credit of 20% of the gift amount up to 
a maximum tax credit of $10,000 per year.

Please note: Consult a tax professional if you are 
considering an METC gift to see if the new 2018 State 
and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction would affect your gift.

Your philanthropic support of MSU yields the margin of excellence 
that maximizes our ability to serve and inspire learners and leaders.  
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Planned gifts from  
individuals that qualify

Charitable gift annuity
Charitable remainder trust
Charitable lead trust
Paid-up life insurance policy
Retained life estate

Montana Endowment 
Tax Credit

Sample benefit for individuals
charitable  

value of 
planned gift

% of  
charitable gift 

value

maximum  
tax credit

$25,000 40% $10,000

Sample benefit for businesses

outright gift % of gift maximum  
tax credit

$50,000 20% $10,000



MSU Alumni Foundation 
Estate, Trust and Gift Planning
plannedgiving@msuaf.org | 800-457-1696

Learn more about how to make a lasting impact  
on Montana State University.

Troy Andersen
Troy Andersen is a prime example of an MSU student who has 
benefited from scholarship funding made possible through 
endowed funds.

Troy, a junior who grew up on a farm near Dillon, Montana, is 
majoring in agricultural business and loves being part of the 
Bobcat football team. He also appreciates the structure and 
regimen of classes, practices and homework that keeps him 
focused and on track.

With a scholarship, Troy is thankful to be able to concentrate on 
earning a degree, being a reliable teammate, and performing at 
his best on the field.

“Scholarships have definitely given me a leg up. Not having 
the stress of worrying about college expenses and knowing 
I’ll be able to graduate without debt is a big help.”

Please consider an endowment gift that will would qualify 
you for a Montana state tax credit and will inspire and 
motivate students like Troy Andersen, who are committed 
to earning their degree and making the most of their student 
experience at MSU.

Steps to take 
advantage of the METC 
and support MSU

• Contact your tax professional  
    about eligibility for the METC

• Decide which type of  
    planned gift you would like  
    to endow

• Provide your financial  
    institution with the MSU  
    Alumni Foundation, MSU’s  
    qualified charity name,  
    Tax ID number: 81-6001649

• Consider and decide which  
    campus area of focus you  
    wish to support at MSU

Contact us at 800-457-1696  
to let us know:
• from who can we expect the  
    transfer, e.g., your bank,  
    financial institution, 
    insurance company, or trust

• to what campus area we  
    should direct your support

• and when we can expect  
    the transfer of funds

When the transfer is 
complete, we will send  
an acknowledgment 
of the transfer.
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